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Curriculum overview: At Courthill, we provide a broad, progressive and challenging curriculum to enable all children to thrive, develop a thirst to learn more and be the best they can be. We set high expectations that nurture all children to develop their learning skills as well as develop a Growth Mindset, enabling them to succeed academically and become ambitious individuals.  At Courthill, our adaptive curriculum takes into account gaps in learning that may have arisen from the pandemic as well as being tailored to our local context. This provides us the platform to powerfully address social disadvantage. 
Curriculum Statement for D & T 

	Intent 
Purpose 

	At Courthill Infant School, we believe that Design and Technology gives children the opportunity to develop skills, knowledge and understanding of designing and making functional products.  We feel it is vital to nurture creativity and innovation through design and by exploring the designed world in which we live and work. 

We develop the children's skills and knowledge in design, structures and mechanisms and use a range of materials, including food.  

	Intent 
Aims
	The Early Years Framework for Expressive Arts and design aims to: 
· Develop the children’s artistic and cultural awareness and support their imagination and creativity
· Give children regular opportunities to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials
· To develop the children’s understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts

The National Curriculum for Design and technology aims to ensure that when designing and making children: 
· Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other users based on design criteria
· Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and communication technology.
· Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks (for example cutting, shaping joining and finishing).
· Select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their characteristics

	Implementation
What planning looks like
	In Early Years DT is taught all year round and there are opportunities to experiment through guided activities and the continuous provision. This enables the children to explore and investigate as they make and allows them to revisit their explorations and consolidate their learning. A wide range of resources and activities are available that allows the children to make using different tools and materials. The children start to learn the importance of food hygiene and how to prepare and eat food safely.

In Key Stage 1 DT is taught throughout the year alongside DT weeks. The curriculum incorporates the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum. The children will engage in a variety of creative and practical activities, and be taught the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in the full process of evaluating, designing and making. They build on the foundations they experienced in Early Years and will develop the skills as identified in the planning. Progression is clear as the children move through the year groups and the children build on their previous learning to gain a more in depth understanding of designing and evaluating. 


SEND 
At Courthill Infant School we strive to provide all children with a broad and balanced curriculum that meets the specific needs of individual pupils with suitable challenge.  Our curriculum aims to respond to children’s diverse needs across the school and to overcome any barriers to their learning. Under each ‘Topic Knowledge and Skills’ section in our progression map,  key areas have been identified in bold with the expectation that all children, including SEND will achieve these outcomes by the end of the year.  
In DT we ensure that every child has access to the curriculum and is able to engage and progress through the skills.  The opportunity to work practically, promotes success and allows the children to shine. Children use differentiated materials to suit their different abilities and have a range of tools at their disposal to allow them to succeed. The children are set suitable learning challenges that respond to the diverse learning needs and this allows them to overcome potential barriers to learning.

	Implementation
What teaching looks like
	In Early Years our pupils’ start their DT journey by being confident to start new activities and become more independent. They start to explore how to use tools safely and join materials together in a variety of ways. As part of the continuous provision this allows the children to build both their confidence and skill. Resources and materials are freely available to allow the children to return to previous activities or to create something new. The teaching of the basic skills give the children a starting point that they will build on in Key Stage 1. Excellent food hygiene is modelled and the safe use of all tools teaches the children to be responsible when creating.
In Key Stage 1 the children will build on their previous knowledge to plan, make and evaluate their work. The children will develop a deeper understanding of food hygiene and experience more of the methods that are used in food preparation and cooking. They will start to plan in more detail and begin to justify their choice of materials and why it is the best for their identified target group. By the end of Key Stage 1 the children will be working with a brief and designing and evaluating according to the needs of the brief. Through their work in DT, the children are motivated to be more expressive and creative in their designs and experiment with different materials and techniques. By using a range of joining techniques they experience what works well and what does not and through a more detailed evaluation they are able to identify what could be improved.

	Impact 
What learning looks like
	The DT curriculum is enjoyable and engaging for all. The planned tasks enable children to know how physical products can be created and give an understanding of the basic concepts used to design and make everyday items. The children at Courthill build their confidence and skill in DT so that they can design, make and change products and items. The range of activities that the children experience also enables them to start to build skills that they will be able to use as lifelong learners. They will experience the importance of food hygiene and how healthy food forms part of a healthy lifestyle through their cooking and nutrition lessons. The curriculum allows the children to become more creative through their choices, to build resilience and to keep trying if things don’t go according to the plan and to develop problem solving skills through their investigations using different materials and tools. 





What do children at Courthill say about D & T? 


[bookmark: _GoBack]“I make lots of different things. I had to cut and stick lots of things to make my house. I used scissors, glue and tape”.  Max
“We had to plan what we needed to make our space buggies. Then we made sure that we joined all the bits together. The axles made the wheels go round so it moved”. Jake
“We learnt how to be safe when cooking. It was great when we choose our ingredients and made a little pizza. We talked about having healthy food”. Lottie
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