[image: ]
Curriculum overview: At Courthill, we provide a broad, progressive and challenging curriculum to enable all children to thrive, develop a thirst to learn more and be the best they can be. We set high expectations that nurture all children to develop their learning skills as well as develop a Growth Mindset, enabling them to succeed academically and become ambitious individuals.  At Courthill, our adaptive curriculum takes into account gaps in learning that may have arisen from the pandemic as well as being tailored to our local context. This provides us the platform to powerfully address social disadvantage. 
Curriculum Statement for History 

	Intent 
Purpose 

	At Courthill we believe that the purpose of history is to provide an essential tool for children to make sense of their place in the world and develop a life-long curiosity about the past, and that as humans we can change the world by understanding the past and present.  We want our children to question the world around them and to think critically about changes that have occurred throughout history. We believe that a high-quality history education provides the children the foundations for them to achieve these skills.

	Intent 
Aims
	The Early Years Framework for Understanding the World aims to:
· Guide children to make sense of their physical world and their community.
· Provide children with enriching experiences to increase their knowledge and sense of the world around them (visiting libraries, meeting the police, nurses and firefighters). 
· Provide a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems that will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world.
·  Build on important key words that support understanding across domains. 

The National Curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:
· Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]
· Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life
· The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods

	Implementation
What planning looks like
	In Early Years history is taught throughout the whole year as an integral part of Understanding the World. Planning is created on a half-termly basis using both the EYFS Statuary Framework and Courthill Infant School’s progression document. History can feature more heavily in some topics than others, however the children always have plenty of opportunities to develop their history curiosity and understanding through their continuous provision and in class discussions.  

In Key Stage 1, history is taught on a half-termly basis as an integral part of the topic. During this time each year group will focus on a significant person or event in history, specifically chosen to interest and motivate the children. The topic focus is planned in accordance with the National Curriculum and our Courthill progression of knowledge and skills, ensuring start and end points are clear to support long term planning. Lesson planning is then designed to teach the children the knowledge and skills to understand chronology, sources and interpretation, changes over time and diversity and culture. 

SEND
At Courthill Infant School we strive to provide all children with a broad and balanced curriculum that meets the specific needs of individual children with suitable challenge.  Our curriculum aims to respond to children’s diverse needs across the school and to overcome any barriers to their learning. Key Topic Knowledge and Skills have been identified in bold with the expectation that all pupils will achieve these outcomes by the end of the year.  
In our history curriculum we address the key objectives through differentiated questioning to support understanding and consolidation of previous learning through the practise of overlearning and retrieval. Children are given the opportunity to verbally express their understanding with adult support to scribe. Practical and physical learning is also planned to adhere to children with different learning styles using many creative skills for example role-play, art and discussions with teachers and visitors. 

	Implementation
What teaching looks like
	In Foundation the children will begin to understand history by looking at their own lives and how they themselves have changed since they were born.  We spend a lot of time discussing and celebrating past and present events of theirs and their families in order for the children to gain the skills to understand that there is a past and things can change over time.  We then move on to consider other people’s lives and how they were different in the past. Through taught sessions and our continuous provision, children learn about history through activities such as exploring historical artefacts, looking and discussing pictures of famous people in history or discovering the meaning of new and old in relation to their own lives. Historical vocabulary is also introduced and developed to enable children to discuss their ideas fully.

In Key Stage 1, the children learn about significant people and events of local, national and international importance and discuss how life was different for people in contrasting periods of the past.  They discuss how the past is represented in different ways and why there may be differing explanations for events. The children will be encouraged to pose questions, examine artefacts and use different source material to find similarities and differences across and within different periods of history. Wherever possible, the children are involved in ‘real’ historical activities i.e. creating their own history here at school, time capsules, drama in order to provide them with a understanding of how people may have felt in the past, making links with other curriculum areas to maximise their learning opportunities. We utilise the skills and knowledge around us by inviting visitors in, school trips and celebrating our countries history for example; Remembrance Day, VE day, Queen’s Jubilee. We also learn about important and inspirational people in history through our Key Stage 1 assemblies.

	Impact 
What learning looks like
	The children learn to question, think critically and form their own opinions so they can contribute positively towards society in the future. Through looking at artefacts and sources the children learn valuable skills such as interpretation, creativity and problem solving. The children are taught about diversity and culture through learning about the lives, hardships and impact of significant individuals such as Mary Seacole, Rosa Parks and Matthew Henson. Through this teaching the children learn about the resilience and growth mindset of others and they are encouraged to be open minded, respectful and value everyone’s differences.  Children by the end of Year 2 will understand that they are a part of and can change history.


What do children at Courthill say about History? 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Year 2: Willow
Year 1: Alfie
Year R: Eva 
I liked Corfe Castle. It is really old and it was blown up a long time ago. I went to see it!
I learnt about Rosa Parks. She was a hero and helped to change the world!
I liked learning about dinosaurs and fossils. We don’t have dinosaurs anymore. They lived a long time ago!
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